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SUBJECT: A NEW POLITICAL MAGAZINE MAKES ITS DEBUT 

1. IN EARLY AUGUST THE TAIWAN POLITICAL REVIEW (TPR), A 
POLITICALLY-ORIENTED MONTHLY MAGAZINE, MADE ITS DEBUT. THE 
MAGAZINE STAFF IS DOMINATED BY LEADING TAIWANESE POLITICAL 
ACTIVISTS: HUANG HSIN-CHIEH (7806/0207/0094), INDEPENDENT 
LEGISLATIVE YUAN MEMBER ELECTED IN 1969, IS THE PUBLISHER; 
KANG NING-HSIANG (1660/1380/4382), INDEPENDENT LEGISLATIVE 
YUAN MEMBER ELECTED IN 1972, IS THE DIRECTOR; AND CHANG 
CHUN-HUNG (1728/0193/1347), FORMER EDITOR OF TA HSUEH (THE 
INTELLECTUAL) MAGAZINE, IS THE EDITOR. 

2. THE FIRST ISSUE OF TPR CARRIES SEVERAL ARTICLES TREATING 
WHAT THE GROC WOULD CONSIDER POLITICALLY SENSITIVE 
THEMES, SUCH AS A REVIEW OF TAIWAN'S FUTURE POLITICAL OPTIONS 
(INCLUDING "INDEPENDENCE" FROM THE REUNIFICATION WITH THE 
MAINLAND) AND A CALL FOR REFORM OF CENTRAL-LEVEL PARLIA 
MENTARY BODIES. (SUMMARIES OF THREE OF THE ARTICLES HAVE 
BEEN POUCHED TO EA/ROC.) 

3. AS NOTED IN TAIPEI A-22 OF FEBRUARY 22, 1974, MAGAZINES 

HAVE TRADITIONALLY ENJOYED MORE FREEDOM IN COMMENTING ON 
SENSITIVE ISSUES THAN HAVE NEWSPAPERS. BUT WHEN THE GROC 
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DECIDES TO CRACK DOWN ON THEM - AS IN THE CASE OF THE 
POLITICALLY-ORIENTED FREE CHINA FORTNIGHTLY (FCF) AND TA 
HSUEH - THEY HAVE ALSO SUFFERED MORE SEVERE PUNISHMENT. 

FCF MET ITS DEMISE WHEN LEI CHEN (7191/7201) ITS FOUNDER, WAS 
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ARRESTED AND SENTENCED IN 1960 TO A TEN- YEAR PRISON TERM KFOR 
"SPREADING COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA AND HARBORING A COMMUNIST 
AGENT." TA HSUEH WAS DF.-POT TTICTZF.D BUT ALLOWED TO CONTINUE 
PUBLISHING WHEN ITS OUT-SPOKEN EDITOR CHANG CHUN-HUNG WAS 
FORCED BY THE GROC TO RESIGN IN 1974, FOLLOWING HIS DEFEAT 
IN THE TAIPEI CITY COUNCIL ELECTIONS. (SEE TAIPEI A-46 OF 
MARCH 8, 1974). 

4. THE FIRST ISSUE OF TPR STRIKES US AS BEING MORE POLITI- 
CALLY PROVOCATIVE (IN THE GROC'S VIEW) THAN EARLY ISSUES OF 
TA HSUEH AND IS REMINISCENT OF FCF. MOREOVER. IT APPEARS 

TO BE IN WIDE DEMAND. (ACCORDING TO KAN NING-HSIANG, THE 
FIRST PRINTING OF 8000 COPIES HAS ALREADY SOLD OUT AND A 
SECOND PRINTING OF 5000 HAS BEEN ORDERED.) 

5. SHOULD IT SURVIVE. TPR PROMISES TO FILL THE POLITICAL 
VOID IN JOURNALISTIC CIRCLES LEFT THE DE-POLITICIZATION OF 

TA HSUEH. (THE ONLY OTHER MAGAZINE THAT VERY OCCASIONALLY 
CARRIES POLITICALLY-SENSITIVE ARTICLES IS MAN AND SOCIETY, WHICH 
IS EDITED BY MAINLANDERS.) HOWEVER, GIVEN GROC SENSITIVITIES 
TO ANY UNIFIED OPPOSITION "VOICE," IT IS CERTAIN THAT THE 
GROC SECURITY APPARATUS WILL WATCH CAREFULLY NOT ONLY THE 
CONTENT OF TPR BUT ALSO THE ACTIVITIES OF ITS LEADERSHIP. 

6. THE EMBASSY WILL BE CLOSELY FOLLOWING THE FORTUNES OF TPR 
SINCE CONTINUED TREATMENT OF SUCH SENSITIVE SUBJECTS IN FUTURE 
ISSUES WOULD STRONGLY INDICATE THAT THE GROC MAY BE WILLING 
TO ADOPT A MORE RELAXED ATTITUDE TOWARD PRESS-CONTROLS-AT 
LEAST FOR THIS MAGAZINE. UNGER 
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